
 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SYLLABUS 
2010-2011
Hall High School 
Textbook: Environmental Science. Arms. 2008. Holt. 
Teacher: Mrs. Earley 				Phone: 815-664-2100 ext. 115 
Planning period: 7:55 am – 8:41 am 		Email: dearley@bhsroe.k12.il.us
District website: www.hallhighschool.org (class information can be found on this website)

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This class investigates the structures, mechanics, and dynamics of the earth. The course includes fluid mechanics of our atmosphere and oceans, weather forecasting, ecology, studies of surface and ground water and environmental pollution. This course provides a valuable foundation for environmental decision making and is recommended for students interested in geology, agriculture, oceanography, meteorology, and outdoor careers. Prerequisites: Physical Science and Biology
 
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to: 
1. DESCRIBE human interaction and its impact on the environment. 
2. EXPLAIN the various sciences that contribute to the study of environmental science. 
3. DESCRIBE the relationships between all organisms within an ecosystem. 
4. EXPLAIN the concept of biome as a region characterized by a specific climate, plant life, and animal community. 
5. IDENTIFY the properties of populations and how they affect and respond to their environment. 
6. RECOGNIZE the diversity of life on Earth-biodiversity. 
7. UNDERSTAND the value of water and its influence on the environment. 
8. IDENTIFY the environmental impact of pollution and how humans are working to combat it. 
9. IDENTIFY the agricultural methods used to feed the world's population and describe the related difficulties in providing food to the world. 
10. DESCRIBE the various types of energy resources and how they are used by humans, including new types of energy technologies. 
11. EXPLAIN how human health is affected by environmental conditions. 
12. DESCRIBE the ways that individuals can influence the environment through their actions 

III. COURSE OUTLINE  
Unit 1: Introduction to Environmental Science 		Unit 4: Water, Air, and Land 
Unit 2: Ecology 						Unit 5: Mineral and Energy Resources 
Unit 3: Populations 						Unit 6: Our Health and Our Future 


IV. General Methods of Assessment and Grade Calculation: All grades will be on a point system with those point totals being weighted as follows:
• Major grades = 50% (includes tests, projects, binder checks) 
• Daily grades = 45% (includes class work, homework, quizzes) 
• Reading assignment = 5% (warm ups, journal writing, reading and writing assignments) 
• 5 points will be deducted for No Name on an Assignment. Any No Names will be posted and remain for a certain amount of time and then disregarded. After 9 wks, 10 points will be deducted. 
• 5 points will be deducted from an assignment if a student’s handwriting is unreadable or too small to see. After 9 wks 10 points will be deducted. 
• 5 points will be deducted from an assignment if a student uses any other color ink besides blue or black. After 9 wks, 10 points will be deducted. 
• 5 points will be deducted from an assignment if a student doodles or draws on assignment. After 9 wks, 10 points will be deducted. Additional points may be deducted under teacher’s evaluation. 

Progress Reports:  Grades are sent out by the school every 4.5 weeks but students and parents may view their grades at anytime on www.snapgrades.net. If you haven’t received a password from the school, please notify the office or me to get a student password and/or a parent (guardian) password.  It is highly recommended that you and/or your parents check your grades weekly.  The grading scale will follow Hall High School’s adopted grading scale which is the following:
		A = 90-100
		B = 80-89
		C = 70-79
		D = 65-69
		F = 64 and below

EXTRA CREDIT: 
Opportunities for extra credit will be provided at various times throughout the year including, but not limited to: 
“Current events” extra credit: The student may find an article about environmental science in a print source or the Internet. The student will type two paragraphs to be submitted with the article. The first will summarize the article, and the second will give the student’s views on the significance or importance of the event. Each student may do up to two articles per quarter. Each article is worth up to five points. The source of the article must be accurately identified. 
“Interview with a science professional” extra credit: The student may interview a professional in environmental science. The student will write two paragraphs summarizing the interview. The summary should include the professionals name, job description, years in service and responses to interview questions. Each student may do 1 per quarter for up to ten points each. 

MAKE-UP & LATE WORK 
• You will have one day for each day absent to make up any daily work that you missed before it is considered late. You will have two tutorial periods (approximately one week) to make up any tests or quizzes that you missed. If you do not make up the work you missed within the time allowed it will be recorded as a permanent zero. You are responsible for finding out what work you missed. You will be able to refer to class web site to see what you missed if you were absent. • LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED! All late work receives a zero, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism (including copying text from the Internet) or cheating will normally result in zero points for the affected test or assignment. A second instance will normally result in a failing grade for this course. Students who miss a class may copy a journal entry from another student. 

V. ATTENDANCE & TARDY POLICY: 
Students are responsible for their own academic success. This means a student who misses a class period for any reason must arrange with the instructor to make up the work. Journal entries may be copied from another student. 
*A student is tardy to class if the student is not in the classroom at the conclusion of the tardy bells. 
**See your student handbook for additional tardy policy information 

VI. SUPPLIES: 
1. Three ring binder (can not share with another subject) 
• All assignments, notes, test, and class progress reports will be placed in this binder. 
• At the end of the nine weeks, I will check the organization of the binder and give a binder test which will have questions that students will be able to answer if they are keeping their binder organized and in proper manner. 
• Students will be told 2 weeks prior to test and will be reminded each class period. If the student does not bring their binder on the day of the test, it will be a zero as a test grade (see above for grade scale). 
• Random Binder checks will occur so students must bring their binder each class period. 

Six separate sections for three ring binder: (This syllabus is to be in the front of the binder at all times!)
1st – class notes & outlines (keep loose leaf paper in this section for note taking, & daily warm-ups)
	2nd – homework & problems
	3rd – vocabulary
	4th – handouts
	5th – labs & lab Reports
	6th – tests and quizzes 

** Each divider listed above needs to be labeled and be placed in the binder. **

2.  Pencils or Blue or Black ink pens (no other colors allowed) 
3. Loose-leaf notebook paper 
4. Additional supplies: May be needed throughout the school year for assignments. Students and parents will be notified if any supplies are needed. 

VI. CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 
1. Be Respectful to Everyone 
2. Be On Time (in your seat ready to work when the tardy bell rings). 
3. Be Prepared (bring all materials to class each day). 
4. Have a good attitude 
5. Everyone is Responsible to help clean the classroom each period 
6. Follow ALL directions the first time given. 
7. No eating or drinking (This includes gum!)
8. Put name on any assignment 
9. All general school rules apply.

CONSEQUENCES (Not in any specific order)
• Will receive a unexcused tardy for forgotten classroom supplies 
• Phone calls to parents, stay after class, student/teacher/parent conference 
• Office referral (cell phones and electronic devices will be taken up and turned in to the office) 

VII. RESTROOM / NURSE 
• To minimize disruptions to the learning process students will be allowed five hall passes for the entire semester. This includes restroom, getting a drink, locker or any other reason for leaving the classroom. Please make an effort to take care of personal matters during passing periods or lunch. 
• At the end of the semester, students will turn in any unused hall passes. Any passed turned in will give the student 3 points to a test grade in their second nine weeks. If a student does not use any hall passes, that is 15 points that will be added to their lowest test grade. 


Please sign and return this information sheet. Keep your syllabus in your Environmental Science notebook for reference during the semester. 


Safety and Lab Agreement 
Please answer the following questions. Both pages are due Aug. 20th. 

Student name ____________________________________________ Period __________ 

LAB SAFETY AGREEMENT 
Students will be removed from the science activity area by the teacher if: 
1. Their personal appearance or dress is such that they can cause injury to themselves or to other students. 
2. They are behaving in such a manner that they can cause injury to themselves or to other students. 
3. They are not following the prescribed safety rules for the science activity area or the particular science activity being conducted. 
4. They are going beyond the limits of the science activity into areas that may lead to an unsafe situation. 
5. They have not completed the pre-experiment activities that will allow them to work safely in the laboratory situation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
I would like to inform the school that my child has the following physical or medical situation(s) that could affect their learning in a science class (for example: specific allergies, etc.) 
1.___________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT LENSES 
Contact lenses are controversial in the science laboratory. Some experts feel that they are an added risk if there is chemical splashed in the eye. All students must wear safety goggles to prevent any such accident. As a parent, the decision is yours. 

My student (will, will not) be wearing contact lenses in the lab. (Parent initials _______) 

Safety and Lab CONSENT 
I, _______________________________________ (student signature), have read all of the Rules and 
Procedures including those reviewed during class. I understood what they meant when my teacher discussed them, or I had the teacher explain them to me. Date: _________________ 

I, _______________________________________ (parent signature), have read all of the Rules and Procedures including the Lab Safety Agreement. I have discussed them with my child and feel that my child understands what they mean. Date: _____________________ 

PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION 
Printed parent name(s)_____________________________________________ Date _________ 
Home phone ___________________________ Business phone _________________________ 
(home contact is ___ mother, ___ father, or ___ both) (business contact is ___ mother or ___ father) 
Parent e-mail address _____________________________________________________________ 


Parent Information Form
Please answer the following questions on this page as it is vital for communication between me and parents. Return ASAP.
Student Information
Last Name________________		First Name________________
Preferred name________________
Your home phone
(____)_____-______
************************************************************************************
Parent /Guardian Information
Male guardian name___________________		Relationship to student___________
Male guardian place of work________________________________________
His Work phone(____)_____-______		His Cell phone(____)_____-______
His e-mail____________________________________________
Does this guardian need a translator? If so what language?_____________________
What is the best time to reach him?_______________________________
************************************************************************************
Female guardian name__________________		Relationship to Student___________
Female guardian place of work______________________________________
Her Work phone(____)_____-______		Her Cell phone(____)_____-______
Her e-mail____________________________________________
Does this guardian need a translator? If so what language?_________________
What is the best time to reach her?_______________________________
************************************************************************************
Emergency contact
1) Emergency contact name_________________________________________
Relationship to you__________________________________________
Work phone (____)_____-______	Cell phone (____)_____-______
2) Emergency contact name _________________________________________
Relationship to you __________________________________________
Work phone (____)_____-______	Cell phone (____)_____-______
************************************************************************************
